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Spanish words are classified according to which syllable is the stressed syllable (silaba ténica), and the categories that

are used are: (1) Aguda, (2) Grave (also called Llana), (3) Esdrujula, and (4) Sobreesdrujula. There are also a few basic

rules for determining how to know which syllable in a word should be stressed.

AGUDA

e Aguda refers to words that are stressed on the last (ultima) syllable
o The last syllable is usually stressed in words that end with a consonant, except words that endin N or S
e Examples:

o Words that end in D: usted, altitud, generosidad, necesidad, pared, ciudad, universidad

Words that end in L: animal, habitual, azul, universal
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o Words that end in R (including all infinitives): sabor, calor, sefior, doctor, trabajar, vivir, comer
o Words that end in other consonants: reloj, feliz

GRAVE/LLANA

e Grave refers to words that are stressed on the second-to-last (penultima) syllable

e The majority of Spanish words are Grave, and these words end in N, S, or a vowel (A-E-I-O-U)

e Examples:
o Words than end in N or S: origen, hablaron, joven, antes, zapatos, vitales, papeles, jueves

o Words that end in vowels: silla, esta, camiseta, alegre, cliente, importante, camino, pronto, libro

ESDRUJULA

e Esdrujula refers to words that are stressed on the third-to-last (antepenultima) syllable

e All these esdrujula words require an accent mark to show the stressed syllable

e Examples: semaforo, brujula
SOBREESDRUJULA

e Sobreesdrujula refers to words that are stressed on the fourth-to-last (anterior a la antepenultima) syllable

e All these sobreesdrujula words require an accent mark to show the stressed syllable

e Examples: pasamelo, entrégaselo
EXCEPTIONS TO THE RULES

e Many words are exceptions, and thus require an accent mark on the syllable that should be stressed

e There are a few words that appear to be Aguda (stressed on the last syllable) because they end in a consonant
such as D, L, R or Z, but these words are stressed on the second-to-last syllable instead:
o aspid, azlcar, bolivar, cancer, cércel, catéter, césped, datil, dificil, docil, délar, ductil, facil, fémur, fértil,

fragil, futbol, lapiz, lider, martir, movil, récord, simil, tactil, trébol
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Since the majority of Spanish words are Grave/Llana (stressed on the second-to-last syllable), it is not surprising

that there are many words that appear to be Grave because they end in N, S, or a vowel (A-E-1-O-U), but these

words are stressed on the last syllable instead:

O

Exceptions that end in N: accién, admiracion, admisién, aun, avidn, balén, botdn, cajén, calzén,

camaron, camidén, campedn, cancién, celebracidon, comprensién, comun, confirmacidn, corazén,
decisidn, direccidn, divisién, educacién, evaluacidn, exclamacién, explicacidn, expresion, ilustracién,
informacién, leccidn, ledn, limén, malecén, medicacién, melén, multiplicacién, ocasién, oracion,
pantaldn, perdicién, perfeccidn, poblacién, ratdn, rebelidn, religion, rotacidn, salmdn, satisfaccion,
seccidn, segun, sillén, solucidén, también, televisidn, terminacién, tiburdn, transicién, unién, votacion

Exceptions that end in S: ademas, adids, anis, autobus, compas, cordobés, cortés, dieciséis, finés,

francés, inglés, interés, irlandés, jamas, japonés, Jesus, marqués, Paris, portugués, quizas, veintidds,
veintiséis, veintitrés

Exceptions that end in a vowel (A-E-I-O-U): aga, ahi, ajd, ajonjoli, alheli, alla, alli, ambigu, andalusi, ansi,

apa, aqui, asi, azeri, bagdadi, bahreini, bambu, bebé, bengali, berbiqui, bisturi, borcegui, café, canesu,
capd, caribl, carmesi, carné, cebu, chalé, champu, coati, colibri, comité, coqui, cuti, emu, esqui, fifi,
frenesi, frufrd, grisd, gurdq, hinddq, huri, intervid, irani, iraqui, israeli, jabali, kuwaiti, magrebi, mam3,
mani, maniqui, maraja, maravedi, marbelli, marroqui, menu, nepali, ojala, olé, Panam3, papa,

paquistani, Perq, pipi, quinqué, rubi, saudi, sofa, somali, tabu, tuneci, vermu, zahori, zuld

Some one-syllable words are spelled the same, but the accent gives each a different meaning:
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si=if.... si =yes

mi=my ... mi =me
tu=vyour ....... tu =vyou

te = yourself ....... té = tea

se =oneself ....... sé = | know
el =the....... él=he

de=of ....... dé = give!

Some two-syllable words are spelled and pronounced the same, but the accent gives each a different meaning:
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este = this ....... éste = this one

ese = that ....... ése = that one

Some words carry an accent mark when used in the interrogative (i.e. when asking a question):
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que = what ....... ¢Qué? = What?

quien = who ....... ¢Quién? = Who?
donde = where ....... iDoénde? = Where?
como = how ....... éCoémo? = How?

por qué = why ....... éPor Qué? = Why?
cual = which ....... ¢Cudl? = Which?



